
ASPEN ACADEMY



BE KIND. DO GOOD. WORD HARD. MAKE THE WORLD BETTER. 



Next-generation education
Leadership and entrepreneurial development

Global citizenship and service

Founded in 2005 by three women who were concerned that this 
country’s educational system was not keeping pace with global 
changes, Aspen Academy is the premier independent school for:

OUR  
MISSION
We edify and inspire 

students and educators  
to grow, learn and lead.

OUR  
VISION
We are a national 

leader in innovative and 
transformative education.

OUR  
VALUES
Be kind. Do good.  

Work hard.  
Make the world better.

WE’RE GOING TO CHANGE THE WAY YOU THINK ABOUT EDUCATION.
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Aspen Academy is different from other schools. Since our inception, we have remained steadfastly focused on developing 

passionate, lifelong learners who graduate from our school empowered to be confident, curious and innovative. 

We focus on the “how” of learning rather than just the “what.” 

Students are taught how to think, analyze, synthesize and collaborate, ensuring they will be well-equipped to compete in a 
global world as adults with creativity and problem-solving skills. 

With small classes led by exceptional faculty, we offer a personalized approach to instruction.  We are committed to 
equipping each and every one of our students with the skills, habits, attitudes and knowledge needed to successfully 
develop and navigate an extraordinary and purposeful life.

This includes emphasizing:

  Critical thinking and problem-solving

  Collaboration across networks

  Agility and adaptability

  Initiative and entrepreneurialism

  Effective oral and written communication

  Accessing and analyzing information

  Curiosity and imagination

At Aspen Academy, we are committed to developing students who learn for life, not just for school.

NEXT GENERATION EDUCATION



BE KIND. DO GOOD. WORD HARD. MAKE THE WORLD BETTER. 

NEXT GENERATION EDUCATION



BE KIND. DO GOOD. WORD HARD. MAKE THE WORLD BETTER. 



BE KIND. DO GOOD. WORD HARD. MAKE THE WORLD BETTER. 

ASPEN YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP 
INSTITUTE (AYLI):

Designed to help re-establish a 
culture of effective personal and 
community leadership in our youth, 
AYLI offers daily leadership classes 
that focus on the development of 
personal effectiveness, intra and 
interpersonal awareness, character 
and leadership. Students begin 
each day with a 30-minute class 
devoted entirely to the concept of 
being accountable for what they 
think, say and do, as well as working 
to make the world a better place.

BEAR’S STUDENT 
ENTERPRISES (BSE): 

Our innovative program in which 8th 
grade students operate a variety of 
businesses on campus including:

Bear’s Store: An in-school 
store that stocks a variety of 
spirit and school-related 
merchandise

Bear’s Cafe: A café that 
serves food and beverages to 
the community during school 
events

Bear’s Broadcasting Network:  
This network produces bi-
weekly newscasts, 
infomercials, and news 
magazine segments for the 
Aspen Academy community.

ASPEN 
ENTREPRENEURIAL 
INSTITUTE (AEI): 

The first-of-its-kind, wholly 
sequenced financial literacy 
program for kindergarten to eighth 
grade students. The program is 
divided into four units: economics, 
personal financial literacy, 
innovation and entrepreneurship, 
and business management.  
AEI gives students the opportunity 
to learn basic economic and 
financial practices that they later 
use to create an entrepreneurial 
business during the second half  
of their 8th grade year.

AMP’D 

Every other Friday our students 
participate in a school wide 
performance called AMP’d. 
Every AMP’d is packed with 
comedy, talent, and amazing 
performances showcasing two 
different grades each show.

Unique among other schools, Aspen Academy has a strong emphasis on leadership and entrepreneurial development.

Our cornerstone leadership and entrepreneurial development programs include:

Collectively, these programs and related opportunities at Aspen Academy teach children how to set a vision for their lives, 
overcome obstacles in their paths and achieve their full potential, whether or not they pursue an entrepreneurial career path.

LEADERSHIP AND ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Our one rule: Be Kind.
These two simple words guide our actions both inside the walls of Aspen Academy as well as out in the world.

Our students are taught skills and participate in activities to help them become engaged members of the local and global community.  

As part of this endeavor, they are involved with various service projects throughout their time at the school depending upon their age level.

Examples include:

Pre-K – Kindness Project: Students do a deep dive into the school’s only rule: be kind.  
Students investigate what kindness looks like and determine how they can show kindness to others.

2nd Grade – Water Project: Students research water consumption and quality in Colorado as well 
as the implications of clean, safe water not being accessible to everyone.

7th Grade – Veterans Project: Students build a relationship with veterans and identify how they 
can help meet some of the specific needs of this population.

Global Citizenship:
By promoting and sustaining a diverse community, we strive to ensure that all individuals are valued and respected  

and that intellectual and personal growth is enriched because of our differences.

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND SERVICE
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Every day, we strive to make sure our students understand and embrace their limitless potential. 
At Aspen Academy, we bring learning to life and have fun doing it.

Aspen Academy offers many different opportunities for students to learn by collaborating with peers to solve real-world issues 
in the classroom. From our STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and math) Labs to our community service projects with 
organizations in our broader community, Aspen Academy provides a unique and challenging environment that other traditional 
institutions do not offer.

Core
Our core academic curriculum reflects a clear commitment to the essential building blocks of child development in language, 
mathematics, social studies, science, and character and leadership. We continually search the world over for the most innovative 
curricula in these subjects and then bring those programs to Aspen Academy to benefit our students.

Essentials
In most schools, courses like world languages, performing arts, technology and fitness are considered “electives.” However, at Aspen 
Academy we believe that these subjects are every bit as essential to a child’s education as traditional, core subjects. We therefore 
call them “essentials,” and all of our students participate in essentials classes such as music, drama, visual art, creative movement 
(dance), fitness, world languages and World Peace Games on a daily basis.

Extracurricular
Due to our commitment to developing individual passions and interests, Aspen Academy offers a wide range of extracurricular 
activities and clubs to enrich our students’ learning and experiences outside the classroom. These include more than 50 options per 
semester in areas such as sports, languages, arts, cooking, coding, debate and Destination Imagination to name just a few.

STUDENT LIFE
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When your child enrolls at Aspen Academy, you become part of one of  
the most dynamic learning and leadership communities in the country.

Aspen Academy is also a supportive community with a strong and unifying identity. 

With approximately 400 students, Aspen Academy is smaller than many Colorado independent schools. 

As such, we are able to truly get to know our students and build relationships with their families.

Since our founding in 2005, Aspen Academy has been fortunate to attract a committed group of 
parents and teachers who value and celebrate our shared mission and values. Our parents and staff 
are wholly committed to one another, and to the development of all of our children.

Together, we strive every day to ensure that students feel truly seen and understood, are assured  
that they belong, and believe they can uniquely contribute their gifts to society.

WELCOME HOME
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General
  Pre-kindergarten through 8th grade

Located 10 miles south of Denver in Greenwood Village,  
at the northwest corner of University Blvd. and Orchard Rd.

  Accredited by Association of Colorado Independent Schools

Recognized as a “Top Scoring School” in 2016 by AdvancED, 
the largest educational accreditation organization in the world

  60 dedicated, full-time faculty and staff members

Lowest priced non-parochial, independent school in the 
Denver Metro area

Our Students/Families
  400 students enrolled for the 2018-19 academic year

  Maximum class size by division: 

-  Pre-kindergarten - 12 

- Lower School - 16 

- Middle School - 18

  We serve families from 35 zip codes

  Tuition assistance available for families with demonstrated need

  Strong parental involvement in Aspen Academy community

Our Campus
  80,000-square-foot building on a nearly 10-acre campus

  Middle and Lower School playgrounds

  More than 30 themed learning gardens

  Soccer/football/lacrosse synthetic turf field

  Basketball/volleyball/tennis/badminton sport courts

  Newly renovated, 900-seat auditorium/theatre

  Middle and Lower School STEAM Labs

  Media lab

  Broadcasting center

  Full music lab, including recording and digital composition studio

  530-square-foot dance studio

  Bear’s Student Store and Bear’s Café

AT-A-GLANCE
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